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“Beloved Friends, my daughter Christina Jeannine has grown up her entire life at St. Andrew's and is a product of this loving community of faith.  She is applying to college, and this was the essay she wrote for a recent college supplement.  Beyond just being a proud father, I thought you, too, might be blessed by her essay, "A Wink From God."

A Wink From God

Two thousand years ago a broken people witnessed the resurrection of a broken man.  The blind saw, the crippled walked, and the sick prospered.  It was the age of miracles.  Most would say that the age of miracles has passed.  But I see far too many people looking for miracles, rather than recognizing them.  Miracles are oftentimes simple and subtle.  They are God’s winking eye - a gesture often overlooked.
I have had the blessing of spending all my childhood summers on tranquil Nantucket Island.  When not indulging in the island’s many attractions, my family is recognizing the very reason why we are able to go: visiting my grandfather at the island’s nursing home.  My grandfather - or, Papa, as we lovingly refer to him - is one of the home’s sharper residents.  Although Papa’s awareness is fortunate for us, it only seems to frustrate him.  Surrounded by peers who are unable to hold a conversation, he has grown accustomed to solitude.  Our visits are always a refreshing rift in his monotonous daily life.  One visit in particular resurrected not only my Papa’s withered hopes, but my own.

The residents wriggled impatiently in their chairs.  It was lunchtime, and their meals were late.  I stood uncomfortably beside my father, taking in the grave atmosphere.  Fragmented memories, untold stories and perished friends seemed to be buried within the faded pink walls.  I watched my father, an Episcopal priest, recite a Psalm to an elderly woman.  She smiled emptily, cloudy eyes disappearing beneath heavy bags of wrinkled skin.  I heard the irksome sound of silverware banging on a glass, and discovered that the culprit was a patient beside my Papa.  The dining hall gave off a stench of the world’s greatest inevitable - death.  But just as a bitter  

   continued….   
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Cynicism had grabbed me, I heard the sound of hope.  My father stood and began to clap his hands to the rhythm of the patient’s fork against her glass.  “Amen!” He chanted soulfully.  There was something magic about the tone of his voice - the atmosphere seemed to blossom, like a wilted flowered opening up.  I joined in, clapping my hands and singing along with unreserved spirit.  “Amen! Amen!” The residents gradually joined in until we were a single force of vigorous passion.  “Amen! Amen! Amen!” We were a harmony of life.  In that moment, I recognized something greater than myself.  I recognized a miracle.  I saw life restored in a place of death.  The stone rolled away from the tomb, and I stood in awe.  Life triumphed.











Christina Veinot

A Thank You from Fr. Bill
I have been overwhelmed by the loving kindness that has enveloped me from St. Andrew’s upon the event of my father’s death.  I have received an enormous stack of beautiful and heartfelt cards and notes.  I have taken the opportunity to go through this stack often late at night as I ponder my father’s passing.  This is an amazing parish family that we have here at St. Andrew’s.  We laugh together, we party together, and sometimes we even cry together.  What a wonderful community of faith to be anchored into.  My father loved the Episcopal Church and though he was living afar, he was very proud to be part of this sweet little church.  Thank you for your love and support.

 Relaxed small-group Bible Study
Beginning Monday, January 30th at 7:00 p.m. in the Well’s Room, an evening small-group bible study will take place.  We will be utilizing the Adult Scripture Journal that will have the passages, insights and wisdom that will be in the upcoming Sunday’s readings.  I have never been a lover of many Bible Studies because I find them too intense, wrangling over Greek or Hebrew conjugations.  But I do believe that scripture has some profound things to say to us.  Being with fellow seekers is a healthy and positive thing.  I have decided that I would also like to brew a bit pot of delicious domestic organic spearmint tea.  No caffeine and absolutely delicious with a touch of local raised honey.  So why not warm the heart and soul with God’s good word in a warm cup of your rector’s delicious spearmint tea.  If God is calling you, please call the office at 860-529-7622 to reserve your scripture journal.   
Food Bank Donations and Deliveries
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who donates items on Food Bank Sunday, usually the first Sunday of every month.  Your donated items help to make life a little easier for those who are struggling to make ends meet.  Also, great appreciation to the members of our church family who deliver these items to the Food Banks in Rocky Hill, Wethersfield and Cromwell.  I am looking for volunteers to deliver items to these three Food Banks for 2012:  Please use the sign up sheet on the table in the back of the church.  After the schedule is filled, I will provide copies of the schedules to the deliverers.  Please let me know if you need a reminder call.  The delivery schedule will also be posted on the church office bulletin board (above the counter area).

Items that are accepted at the Food Banks include:  non-perishable food items such as canned goods, dry pasta, pasta sauce, cereal, etc.  Please check “sell by”, “use by” and expiration dates and choose items with dates that are at least six months or more in the future.  Kindly do NOT donate items that are past these “freshness”/expiration dates.  Other suggested items include:  paper goods (toilet paper, paper towels, tissue paper, etc.); personal hygiene items (soap, shampoo, tooth paste, toothbrushes, deodorant, etc.); cleaning products (laundry detergent, dishwashing soap, etc.); baby items (baby food, diapers, wipes, baby shampoo/soap, etc.).

Please speak to me if you have any questions.  THANK YOU VERY MUCH AND GOD BLESS YOU for your thoughtfulness and generosity!

Pat Kuh

Pineapple Bread Pudding
Many of you who attended the ECW Christmas Luncheon have requested this recipe.  Enjoy! 

10 slices bread

¾ cup butter (melted)

5 eggs (scrambled)

I can(20 oz.) crushed pineapple (drained)

1 cup sugar

1 and ½ teaspoon vanilla

¾ teaspoon cinnamon or less to taste

Preheat oven to 350 degrees.

Mix first 6 ingredients in large bowl. Place in 9” by 5” bread pan.

Sprinkle with cinnamon if desired.  Bake for 30-35 minutes.

Great with ham as a main dish or as a dessert

Tag Sale
It’s never too late to start thinking about the tag sale that will be held this Spring.  We will be collecting greeting cards for the tag sale this year.  Many of us receive greeting cards from charities that we do not use.  We will be collecting these over the next few months, so keep us in mind!

Sandy Gulbrandsen

REIN’S N.Y.STYLE DELI – RESTAURANT

435 Hartford Turnpike, Vernon CT  06066

Restaurant: (860) 875-1344     Office:  (860) 871-2383      

Fax:  (860) 871-5420        Email:  brsreins@yahoo.com
Dear St. Andrew Parishioners,

We thank the many hearts and hands that joined with our restaurant, Rein’s Deli and the Hocannum Valley Community Council (HVCC) to provide a Christmas day meal to the clients of HVCC and their families in Vernon.

A meal such as this requires a great deal of organization.  Since it involves two businesses, there is a lot of coordination and decision- making that must occur.  In hard times such as these, we are truly blessed by the level of participation and commitment from our vendors, staff and volunteers. 

While we fell short of our goal of feeding 300 clients, we already have plans for a new strategy for 2012 to encourage a larger turnout.  We know from other businesses that provide holiday meals that it takes time to reach your ultimate goal.

We had approximately 75 volunteers this year to fill the myriad of positions needed throughout the day.  It was so wonderful to see our St. Andrew’s ‘angels’ in attendance again this year.  Everyone’s hard work pays off that day when you see the smiles on the faces of our guests and their children.   

We received many hats, scarves and gloves from St. Andrews for our gift bags.  This year we will also be donating some of the sets we have left to one or two elementary schools whose children are in need of a warm hat and gloves.  Your generosity is much appreciated.  For a few people I know, making these items is therapy.  It keeps the mind sharp and the hands from stiffening up.  Isn’t it wonderful that therapy can provide such happiness to others!  Thank you so much.

My business partners, my family and I thank each one of you for whatever way in which you participated. We could not do it without you.  It truly is a great experience.  

With love and gratitude,

Bonnie Shebat and family

Bishop Curry Visitation
On Sunday, January 8, The Rt. Reverend James E. Curry, Suffragan Bishop of the Diocese of Connecticut, visited St. Andrew’s Church.  At the end of the service, Bishop Curry called the children to the front of the church and taught them how to give the final blessing to all of us.  What a delight it was!

[image: image3.png]/ %r ///’4’“‘\ L
A, s Y oy’ Y,
_ //,////////4 . / Ty T Wy,

7

O T

v
////’”( /-’4 fﬁ,"h”/l - Q},//

"ﬁnmﬂ rmhﬁ i ‘7‘*





[image: image2.jpg]



January & February 2012 Music

1 Jan 12
Prelude

Noël sur les Jeux d’Anches, Louis-Claude d’Aquin

Anthem

King Jesus hath a Garden, Richard Shepard

Postlude

Noël étranger, Louis-Claude d’Aquin 

6 Jan 12
Epiphany

Prelude

March of the Magi Kings, Théodore Dubois

Anthem

Three Great Kings, Mark Schweizer

Postlude

Fugue, or Voluntary, William Selby

8 Jan 12
Prelude

Prelude, Johann Sebastian Bach

Anthem 

Come Down, O Love Divine, W. Francis Douglas

Postlude

Fugue, Johannes Pachelbel

15 Jan 12
Prelude

Ricercare in C Minor, Johannes Pachelbel

Anthem

Celebration Song, George Frederick Handel

Postlude 

Voluntary, Maurice Greene

22 Jan 12
Prelude:

Devotional Piece No. 6, Dom Paul Benoit

Anthem:

Beautiful Savior, Robert Lee

Postlude:

March, B. Yarnold

29 Jan 12
Prelude:

Prélude, Théodore Dubois

Anthem:

The Humble Heart, Shaker

Postlude:

Fugue, Johann Christoph Bach

5 Feb 12
Prelude:

Offertoire, Jean François Dandrieu



Anthem :

God Liveth Still, J.S. Bach



Postlude :

Dialogue sur les Grands Jeux, François Couperin

12 Feb 12
Prelude :

Sonata in A Minor, C.P.E. Bach



Anthem:

O God, Creator of Mankind, Johannes Brahms



Postlude:

Toccata, Girolamo Frescobaldi

19 Feb 12
Prelude:

Apparition de l:Eglise Eternelle, Olivier Messaien



Anthem :

This Little Light of Mine, Spiritual, arr. George Mabry



Postlude :

Trumpet Voluntary, John Stanley

26 Feb 12
Prelude:

Prelude, G. Karganoff



Anthem:

Hear, O Lord, Felix Mendelssohn



Postlude:

Lenten Postlude, Matthew Koch
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