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Planning for the future
MARK MAKWINSKI
In our annual report Fr. Patrick wrote about Building for
our Future, and more specifically about addressing the
seating and flooring needs in our sanctuary. Having
identified the challenge, and even putting aside some
money to help address it, we now need a plan. If you’d like
to have a voice in the new design of our beloved worship
space, then this is an opportunity for you.
I’d love to hear from you if you might be interested in
joining me on our Sanctuary Planning Committee. We need
visionaries, planners, dreamers, anyone who has an idea
about where we’ll gather as a faith community for years to
come, and would be willing to share a little of their time to
help us come up with the best solution.
Just to be clear - we won’t be doing the work to transform
our space. What we will be doing is dreaming, evaluating
options, and creating a recommendation for the Vestry as to
how we should proceed.
So if you’ve ever sat in church and thought about how it
could be an even better place than it already is, please
consider joining us in this important project.
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Faith of a Mustard Seed
KAREN CHRISTENSEN
I love this passage (Matthew 17:20) as it means a lot supposed to stay the same size throughout our life. It
to me. A few years ago, I was able to relate to this is okay to pray to God to increase your faith.
passage as I shared it will a close friend. At the time,
she was going through a hard time with illness and
cancer in her family and she was having doubts in her
faith. I shared with her this passage and reminded her
that she only needed to have faith the size of a
mustard seed. Soon after our discussion, she found a
bracelet with an actual mustard seed within it that she
had inherited from her great grandmother and it
became a cherished treasure for her as she held onto
her faith even in troubling times. Therefore, a grain of
mustard seed can be an indicator of faith. It is a
metaphor to the size of one’s faith. It does not come
easy for me to share my faith with others, so this
interaction with my friend felt very unordinary and
special, at the same time. It felt good to share with my
friend how God is God of the Impossible!
In a recent sermon, Fr. Patrick talked about being on
the mountaintop and how you can see clearly from up
there and take in the beauty of God’s creation. Once
you get to the top of the mountain you feel strong and
in awe, but we know, we must come down into the
valleys to do God’s work in the trenches. The valley is
where the work needs to be done. The valleys can be
many different things to different people. They can be
community-based or personal based. We learn that
our faith gets strengthened in the valleys.
This Bible passage teaches us that even though our
faith is the size of a mustard seed, it can move
mountains. We need to take care of ourselves to
ensure that the mustard seed grows. Our faith is not
.
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"I have a mustard
seed, and I'm not
afraid to use it!"
1. How much has the mustard seed of faith grown
in you?
2. What are some ways you can help it grow?

"if you have faith like a
grain of mustard seed. .
. nothing will be
impossible for you."
MATTHEW 17:20

Time flies when you are
having fun.
FR. PATRICK
I will celebrate my one year anniversary here at St.
Andrew's on March 29. I look back over the year and
think where has the time gone. In ways it seems that this
past year dragged on, but in many ways it went by fairly
quickly. My first year at St. Andrew’s has been many
things, but boring is not one of them. To list all the ways
in which we connected with each other to have church
and fellowship wouldn't do it justice. When it comes
down to it, time really does flyby when you are having
fun.

"Be faithful in
small things
because it is in
them that your
strength lies."
MOTHER TERESA

After a year of preaching to a camera and leading Bible
studies and vestry meetings via ZOOM you think I would
be comfortable with technology and being in front of a
camera. I feel I’m still a novice when it comes to online
church, but we definitely have made great strides. Yet,
with all these ways of staying together with social media
and technology, I long for the day we can all come
together and gather in our church. (That may come
sooner than we think.)
Enough reminiscing! As Christian, we are forward
looking people. And, I'm grateful that we have many
more years together, loving each other and serving our
communities. It's nice to see and hear activities and
ministries coming back and using our building. I was
excited to see, this past month, our volunteers using our
kitchen to prepare a meal for Church Street Eats for the
first time in a year.
I'm blessed to be your priest, and I wouldn't have it any
other way. I will look back at my crazy first year at St.
Andrew's and smile, because we shared it together.
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No Greater Love Than This
FR. PATRICK
Every year, as we journey through the season of
Lent and approach Easter, Jesus' words on love warms
my heart. "There is no greater love than this, to give
one's life for one's friends; and you are my friends."
(John 15:13) These words are found in the long farewell
discourse in John's gospel. Jesus shares them with his
disciples just before he is crucified.

understand God, his love, and the act of redemption,
one must let go and simply participate in the mystery
of it all. Hence, Holy Week is the holiest time of the
year, and a week we shouldn't let slip by without
stopping and resting in the life of God.
Each service during Holy Week focuses and

highlights the events in the last week of Jesus’ life with
Oddly, I feel, these words get overlooked more than his disciples.
they should. We frequently remember them, and share
Palm Sunday celebrates Jesus’ triumphant entry into
them with others. Yet, rarely do we allow them to
the city of Jerusalem. It’s the moment in which the
really overwhelm us. These words get overlooked
world, somewhat naively, proclaimed Jesus as their
probably because it's hard to even comprehend the
rightful king. “Hosanna, hosanna in the highest.” It is
depth of such love, and it's also so easy to take love
that same kingship that will be called into question by
for granted.
the end of the week.
Each year we are invited to participate in Holy
Holy Monday invites us to wrestle with prophecy as
Week; to remember the last few days before Jesus is
we remember Mary pouring perfume on Jesus’ feet. In
crucified and resurrected. We are invited to come and
this single act, Jesus was revealed to be worth
experience the depth of a love that changes all of
everything we can offer, and a foreshadow of his
creation. The church has come to realize that to
death.
.
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"In taking upon himself the death that he found in
us, he has most faithfully promised to give us life in
him, such as we cannot have of ourselves."
ST. AUGUSTINE

Holy Tuesday stresses even further the question of

How do we know this? Easter! Easter is the eighth

what real life looks like. “Those who love their life day; the day outside of creation, the day that never
destroy it, and those who despise their life in this should have happened, but does. “Alleluia, Christ is
world save it even to everlasting life.” (John 12:25)
risen! Truly he is risen!”
The service of Tenebrae, on Holy Wednesday,
reflects upon the impending darkness that creeps in.
Tenebrae means shadows, and what it reveals is that
not everything is as we think it is. Do we see Jesus
clearly.
Maundy Thursday is when we remember Christ’s
new command to us. “I give you a new commandment:
Love one another! Just as I have loved you, you also
must love one another.” (John 13:34)

Monday (3/29) - Service @ 7pm
Tuesday (3/30) - Service @ 7pm
Wednesday (3/31) - Tenebrae @ 7pm
Maunday Thursday - Services @ 5:30pm, 7pm
(Dinner starts at 5pm, ends at 6:45pm)
Good Friday - Services @ 12pm, 5pm, 7pm
Easter Sunday - Services @ 8am, 10:30am

Good Friday is when death loses its sting, love
conquers all, and we weep for joy. It is the darkest day
but the day with the greatest hope.
Holy Saturday, liturgically, is the only day in history
God doesn’t speak to creation at all.
Holy Week mirrors the creation story in Genesis.
Yet, instead of creating order we devolve back into the
dark waters, or, in this case, the darkness of a tomb.
Holy Week reveals that the human heart has the

"While the world
changes, the Cross
stands firm."

capacity to do good and evil. It’s also a week that
invites us to turn around and experience God in new

ST. BRUNO

ways.
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Book Review
MARY LAING
In his latest work, the
Right Reverend Michael
Curry
and
current
presiding bishop of the
Episcopal
Church,
presents readers with a

discern the Spirit of God together by finding common
ground
The TGIF group unanimously praised this book.
Some ladies had only read one chapter, when we met
last month, but after listening to all the creative
summaries, everyone seemed eager to read the whole

roadmap to help navigate not only the divisive and
book. Together we sang, “Let there be peace on earth,
difficult political and cultural times we live in, but a
and let it begin with me.” And we were reminded that
way for us to learn to deal with any personal conflict
our wonderful youth and children of the parish are
or struggle we are facing.
our seedlings now that will become the trees of faith
Throughout his book, Bishop Curry refers to great in the future.
leaders who chose the way of love: Martin Luther King
Jr., Gandhi, Desmond Tutu, and Jesus Christ. He quotes
MLK as saying, “We must learn to live together as
brothers or perish as fools.” Elsewhere, “We have two
choices: chaos or community." Like a GPS, the bishop
lays out directions for us to follow, encouraging us to
think first of “THOU” (others), rather than ourselves, to
stay on the road to harmonious community.
The book is full of wonderful stories of Bishop
Curry’s life, the lives of his ancestors and of his people,
the Black community. We learn how Bishop Curry had

"None of us has the
capacity to walk it alone."
This book is a practical, timely guide to moving
forward on a daily basis, even when we feel stuck in
the muck. Bishop Curry reminds us of the Ten
Commandments of Non–Violence. He instructs us
over and over again HOW TO trust in God, HOW TO
love each other and HOW TO hold onto hope despite
the odds. In the end, he says, “None of us has the

to overcome racial prejudice and disdain as a Black
preacher in a mostly white congregation in the south,
as well as the time he represented the USA at a worldwide meeting of the Anglican Communion at capacity to walk it alone. We need help. . .from God’s
Canterbury to discuss the issue of gay marriage. He love. And we also need soul companions to help us
was able to put into practice his skill of 'kneeling and along the way.” This HOW TO book is the roadmap to

standing at the same time'. He teaches us to listen the way of love; the perfect self-help book if you
respectfully, pray for others (especially those that are want to walk in what the Episcopal Church calls the
attacking you), love each person as a child of God and Way of Love: Practices for a Jesus Centered Life.
.
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First Communion Class
This May we will host our First Communion Class
for all who would like to learn about Holy
Communion. This class is the beginning of a lifetime
of faith learning about the importance of our
Sacramental life together, and how we live into God's
covenant love.
Holy Communion and Baptism are the Sacraments
that focus on our relationship to God. They teach us
what is means to forgive, show grace, offer mercy, walk
In faith, and love unconditionally. The Sacraments help
shape us in becoming the person God wants us to be
in the world.
This year, the class will consist of five sessions.
Three sessions will be at church with Fr. Patrick.
Regisration will be available after Easter Sunday.

Church Street Eats
Thank you Bonnie, Carol, Joy and Eileen for cooking,
and a great thanks to our servers: Laureen, Cheryl,
Michael & Terry. February's team for Church Street
Eats. It was so good having this group back in the
church serving and doing what we are called to do.

Class
Schedule
WEDNESDAYS
(5:30-6:30PM)

5/5 - "WHAT IS A SACRAMENT?"
5/12 - "THIS IS MY BODY. . ."
5/19 - REHEARSAL
TWO HOME SESSIONS

Family Sacramental Moments
Baking of Communion Bread

WE HAVE FOUND

“The One”
PODCAST

Join Fr. Patrick, during the upcoming Season of
Easter, as he is joined with special guests in
exploring the mystery of the Holy Spirit. Explore
the gifts, the fruit and the freedom of the Spirit
throughout eight weeks. Listen to the conversation
on "The One" podcast entitled. You will be able to
listen on the go or at home and especially at your
convenience. The first show will be available during
Holy Week. You can also find “The One” on iTunes,
Google Podcast, or BeanPod.
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331 ORCHARD ST.
ROCKY HILL, CT 06067
3/7 - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY

3/29 - HOLY MONDAY
(Service @ 7pm)

(Services @ 8am, 10:30am)

3/14 - DAYLIGHT SAVING TIME

3/30 - HOLY TUESDAY

4/11 - FOOD PANTRY SUNDAY

3/19 - TGIF GROUP

3/31 - TENEBRAE

4/16 - TGIF GROUP

4/1 - MAUNDY THURSDAY

4/26 - CHURCH STREET EATS

(During 10:30am Service)
(turn your clocks ahead)
(ZOOM 7-9pm)

3/20 - LUNCH IN THE PARK
(Saturday 12-3pm)

3/28 - PALM SUNDAY

(Services @ 8am, 9am, 10:30am)

(Service @ 7pm)
(Service @ 7pm)

(Dinner @ 6pm, Service 7pm)

4/2 - GOOD FRIDAY

(Services @ 8am, 9am, 10:30am)

331 Orchard St. Rocky Hill, CT 06067
(860) 529-7622
office@thechurchofstandrew.org
thechurchofstandrew.org

4/4 - EASTER SUNDAY

(During 10:30am Service)
(7-9pm)

(4-6:30pm)

